Document A

Source: Janet Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality, June 1775. Schaw was a Scot visiting her brother, a
merchant, in Wilmington, North Carolina.

At present the martial law stands thus: An officer or committeeman enters a plantation with his posse. The
alternative is proposed. Agree to join us [the Patriots] and your persons and properties are safe . . . if you
refuse, we are directly to cut up your corn, shoot your pigs, burn your houses, seize your Negroes and
perhaps tar and feather yourself. Not to choose the first requires more courage than they are possessed of, and
I believe this method has seldom failed with the lower sort.

Document B

Source: Charles Inglis, Anglican church minister in New York City, The Costs of Revolution, 1776.

Where the money is to come from which will defray this enormous annual expense of three millions sterling
[for the American Revolution], and all those other debts, I know not. . . . Certain I am that our commerce and
agriculture, the two principal sources of our wealth, will not support such an expense. The whole of our
exports from the Thirteen United Colonies, in the year 1769, amounted only to £2,887,898 sterling; which is
not so much, by near half a million, as our annual expense would be were we independent of Great Britain.
Those exports, with no inconsiderable part of the profits arising from them, it is well known, centered finally
in Britain to pay the merchants and manufacturers there for goods we had imported thence—and yet left us
still in debt! What then must our situation be, or what the state of our trade, when oppressed with such a
burden of annual expense! When every article of commerce, every necessary of life, together with our lands,
must be heavily taxed to defray that expense!

Document C

| will tell you what | have done... | have retrenched every superfluous expense in my table
and family; tea | have not drunk since last Christmas, nor bought a new cap or gown... [I] have
learned to knit, and am now making stockings of American wool for my servants, and this
way do | throw in my mite to the public good. | know this, that as free | can die but once, but
as a slave | shall not be worthy of life.

Letter written by a Philadelphia woman, 1776




Document D

Source: Thomas Paine, The American Crisis, December 23, 1776.

These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis,
shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and
woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the
conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only
that gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be
strange indeed if so celestial an article as freedom should not be highly rated. Britain, with an army to
enforce her tyranny, has declared that she has a right (not only to tax) but “to bind us in all cases whatsoever.”

Document E

Source: Pennsylvania Packet, 1779.

Awake, Americans, to a sense of your danger. No time to be lost. Instantly banish every Tory from among you.
Let America be sacred alone to freemen.

Drive far from you every baneful wretch who wishes to see you fettered with the chains of tyranny. Send them
where they may enjoy their beloved slavery to perfection— send them to the island of Britain; there let them drink
the cup of slavery and eat the bread of bittemess all the days of their existence— there let them drag out a painful
life, despised and accursed by those very men whose cause they have had the wickedness to espouse. Never let
them return to this happy land— never let them taste the sweets of that independence which they strove to prevent.
Banishment, perpetual banishment, should be their lot.

Dpcum_e“nt F




Document G
Suppose we were to revolt from Great Britain, declare ourselves Independent, and set up a
Republic of our own—what would be the consequence? My blood runs chill when I think of
the calamities, the complicated evils that must follow. . . The only European power from
which we can possibly receive assistance, is France. But France is now at peace with Great
Britain; and is it possible that France would interrupt that peace, and risk another war with
England, from a disinterested motive of aiding and protecting these Colonies?

The True Interest of America Impartially State, 1776

Document H

My Friends and Countrymen, This howling wilderness has been converted into a flourishing
and populous country. But, is this not due to the way in which the colonies have been treated
from the beginning? Isn’t our growth a result of Great Britain’s willingness to encourage our
industry and protect us from foreign countries? If so, surely some degree of gratitude, such
as becomes a free and liberal people, would be appropriate. The peace and security we have
already enjoyed under Great Britain’s protection, before the mistaken system of taxation
took place, must make us look back with regret to those happy days whose loss we mourn,
and which every rational man must consider as the golden age of America. Let us then, my
friends and countrymen, be patient and avoid all inflammatory publications that are
disrespectful to our most gracious Sovereign. Let us look forward to a happy termination of
our present disputes, and a cordial reconciliation with our mother country.

Pennsylvania Packet, January 2, 1775

Document|

For a report prevailed at New-York, that all the slaves, in number 2000, were to be delivered
up to their masters, altho' some of them had been three or four years among the English.
This dreadful rumour filled us all with inexpressible anguish and terror, especially when we
saw our old masters coming from Virginia, North-Carolina, and other parts, and seizing upon
their slaves in the streets of New-York, or even dragging them out of their beds...

The English had compassion upon us in the day of distress, and issued out a Proclamation,
importing, That all slaves should be free, who had taken refuge in the British lines, and
claimed the sanction and privileges of the Proclamations respecting the security and
protection of Negroes. In consequence of this, each of us received a certificate from the
commanding officer at New-York, which dispelled all our fears, and filled us with joy and
gratitude. Soon after, ships were fitted out, and furnished with every necessary for conveying
us to Nova Scotia.

Source: Boston King, “Memoirs of the Life of Boston King, A Black Preacher,” The Methodist
Magazine, April 1798




