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Document C 

I will tell you what I have done… I have retrenched every superfluous expense in my table 
and family; tea I have not drunk since last Christmas, nor bought a new cap or gown… [I] have 
learned to knit, and am now making stockings of American wool for my servants, and this 
way do I throw in my mite to the public good.  I know this, that as free I can die but once, but 
as a slave I shall not be worthy of life.   
 

Letter written by a Philadelphia woman, 1776 
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Document G 
Suppose we were to revolt from Great Britain, declare ourselves Independent, and set up a 
Republic of our own—what would be the consequence? My blood runs chill when I think of 
the calamities, the complicated evils that must follow. . . The only European power from 
which we can possibly receive assistance, is France. But France is now at peace with Great 
Britain; and is it possible that France would interrupt that peace, and risk another war with 
England, from a disinterested motive of aiding and protecting these Colonies? 

The True Interest of America Impartially State, 1776 
 

 
 
Document H 

My Friends and Countrymen, This howling wilderness has been converted into a flourishing 
and populous country. But, is this not due to the way in which the colonies have been treated 
from the beginning? Isn’t our growth a result of Great Britain’s willingness to encourage our 
industry and protect us from foreign countries? If so, surely some degree of gratitude, such 
as becomes a free and liberal people, would be appropriate. The peace and security we have 
already enjoyed under Great Britain’s protection, before the mistaken system of taxation 
took place, must make us look back with regret to those happy days whose loss we mourn, 
and which every rational man must consider as the golden age of America. Let us then, my 
friends and countrymen, be patient and avoid all inflammatory publications that are 
disrespectful to our most gracious Sovereign. Let us look forward to a happy termination of 
our present disputes, and a cordial reconciliation with our mother country. 

Pennsylvania Packet, January 2, 1775 
 
 
Document I 

For a report prevailed at New-York, that all the slaves, in number 2000, were to be delivered 
up to their masters, altho' some of them had been three or four years among the English. 
This dreadful rumour filled us all with inexpressible anguish and terror, especially when we 
saw our old masters coming from Virginia, North-Carolina, and other parts, and seizing upon 
their slaves in the streets of New-York, or even dragging them out of their beds… 
 

The English had compassion upon us in the day of distress, and issued out a Proclamation, 
importing, That all slaves should be free, who had taken refuge in the British lines, and 
claimed the sanction and privileges of the Proclamations respecting the security and 
protection of Negroes. In consequence of this, each of us received a certificate from the 
commanding officer at New-York, which dispelled all our fears, and filled us with joy and 
gratitude. Soon after, ships were fitted out, and furnished with every necessary for conveying 
us to Nova Scotia.  
 
Source: Boston King, “Memoirs of the Life of Boston King, A Black Preacher,” The Methodist 

Magazine,  April 1798 
 
 


