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Document H

	Hundreds of people were brought to trial for witchcraft in 1692, and the legal system in Salem did not give the defendants the same rights as they have today. 6 People could be convicted on spectral evidence, meaning that if someone claimed to have been attacked by your specter, or ghost, you would end up in jail. Also, evidence that presentday courtrooms normally ignore, such as hearsay, gossip, surmises, and unproven assertions, were taken into consideration in colonial America. To make matters even worse for defendants in Salem, accused witches could not call upon witnesses to testify on their behalf, nor could they seek legal counsel. Convicted witches also had no way to appeal the court’s decision. 7

Asa K. Leventha, Historian, 2015
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Source: Charles W. Upham, Salem Witchcraft, Boston, 1867.

Note: Charles Upham was a 19th century historian who lived in Salem and studied the witch
trials much of his adult life. He served in the House of Representatives and as the
mayor of Salem.

‘What are we to think of those persons who...continued the accusations ~
the “afflicted children” and their associates?... They soon...became
intoxicated...by the terrible success of their imposture (acting), and were
swept along by the frenzy they had occasioned.... Once or twice they were
caught in their own snare; and nothing but the blindness of the bewildered

community saved them from...well-deserved punishment.... It is dreadful
10 reflect upon the enormity of their wickedness.... [TJhere can be no
doubt that they were great actors.

*notoriety: fame for doing something bad
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Source: Reprinted by permission of Harvard University Pross from Salom Possessed: Tho Social Origins of
Witchcra, by Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
Copyright (c) 1974 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.

Note: According to Paul Boyer, in The Enduring Vision (1992), between 1661 and 1681 the people in
the eastern half of Salem Village gained in wealth and politicai influence. The people in the western half
of Salem Village farmed poorer land and lost political power.

Map of Salem Village 1692
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Source: The Enlarged Salem Covenant of 1636
In public or private, we will willingly do nothing to the offence of the church

‘We bind our selves to study the advancement of the gospel in all truth and peace; both in
regard of those that are within or without [church membership] not laying a stumbling
block before any, no, not the Indians, whose good we desire to promote

‘We do hereby promise to carry our selves in all lawful obedience to those that are over us,
in Church or Commonwealth, knowing how well pleasing it will be to the Lord

‘We resolve to approve our selves to the Lord in our particular callings; shunning idleness
as the bane of any state; nor will we deal hardly or oppressingly with any, wherein we are
the Lord's stewards:

Promising also unto our best ability to teach our children and servants the knowledge of
God, and of His Will, that they may serve Him also; and all this not by any strength of our
own, but by the Lord Christ
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Source: John Cotton, “Limitation of Government,” 1655.

Let all the world learn to give mortal men no greater power than they are content they shall

use — for use it they will. And unless they be better taught of God, they will use it ever and
anon No man would think what desperate deceit and wickedness there is in the hearts

of men.

It is therefore most wholesome for magistrates and officers in church and commonwealth
never to affect more liberty and authority than will do them good, and the people good:
for whatever transcendent power is given will certainly overrun those that give it and
those that receive it

It is therefore fit for every man to be studious of the bounds which the Lord hath set: and
for the people, in whom fundamentally all power lies, to give as much power as God in His
‘word gives to men.

So let there be due bounds set — and I may apply it to families: it is good for the wife to
acknowledge all power and authority to the husband

‘And so for children and servants, or any other you are to deal with: give them liberty and
authority you would have them use, and beyond that stretch not the tether; it will not tend
to their good nor yours
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Source: Adapted from Salem Court Records.

SALEM WITCHCRAFT HANGINGS 1692

June 10 Bridget Bishop
July 19 Sarah Good
July 19 Elizabeth Howe
July 19 Susannah Martin
July 19 Rebecca Nurse
July 19 Sarah Wildes
August 19 George Burroughs
August 19 Martha Carrier
August 19 George Jacobs
August 19 John Proctor
August 19 John Willard
September 19 Giles Cory (presed 1 desth)
September 22 Martha Cory
September 22 Mary Easty
September 22 Alice Parker
September 22 Mary Parker
September 22 Ann Pudeater
September 22 Margaret Scott
September 22 Wilmot Redd
September 22 Samuel Wardwell

ACCUSED WHO DIED IN JAIL
Sarah Goodss child died prior to July 19, 1692.

May 10,1692  Sarah Osborne
June 16,1692 Roger Toothaker
December 3, 1692  Ann Foster
March 10, 1693  Lydia Dustin
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Source: John Demos, “Underlying Themes in the Witchcraft of 17th Century New England™
‘American Historical Review, June, 1970,

The Accused (Salem, 1692)

Married Widowed Total
15 1 24
61 20 110
76 21 134

Under 20 21-40 41-60

Over 60. Total

Male 6 6 1 o
Female 18 15 41 14

Total 24 21 52 21

The Accusers (Salem, 1692)

Marital Status
Single Married Widowed Total

Male 5 0 0 5
Female 23 6 0 29
Total 28 6 0 34
Age

Under 11 11-15 16-20 Over 21 Total
Male 0 1 1 0 2
Female 1 ¢ 4 13 6 27
Total 1 8 14 6 29
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‘Source: The examination of Bridget Bishop at Salem Village, 19 April, 1692, as recorded by Samuel Paris.

As soon as she came near, all (the afflicted girls) fell into fits...
(Examiner) (Speaking to afflicted girls) Hath this woman hurt you?
(Bridget Bishop) 1 never saw these persons before....

(Examiner) They say you bewitched your first husband to death.
(Bishop) If it please your worship, I know nothing of it.

She shook her head, and the afflicted were tortured.

(Examiner) Why you seem to act witcheraft before us by the motion of your
body, which seems to have influence upon the afflicted?

(Bishop) Tknow nothing of it. I am innocent to a witch.
1 know not what a witch is.

Then she turned up her eyes, and the eyes of the afflcted were turned up.

Note: Samuel Parris was the minister of Salem Village. Paris's nine-year-old daughter Betty had
earlier made charges of witchcralt against the family's Carib slave, Tituba.





