Which President practiced the best foreign policy?

Roosevelt, Taft, Wilson (1901-1917)
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	[image: image1.png]“We hold that the policy known as imperialism s hostile to liberty and tends
toward militarism, an evil from which it has been our glory to be free. We regret
that it has become necessary in the land of Washington and Lincoln to reaffirm
that all men, of whatever race or color, are entitled to life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. . . .

“We eamestly condemn the policy of the present national administration in
the Philippines. It seeks to extinguish the spirit of 1776 in those islands. ... We
denounce the slaughter of the Filipinos as a needless horror. We protest against
the extension of American sovereignty by Spanish methods. We demand the
immediate cessation of the war against liberty, begun by Spain and continued
by us. We urge that Congress be promptly convened to announce to the Fi
n0s our purpose to concede to them the independence for which they have so
long fought and which of right is theirs.”

—Platform of the American Anti-Imperialist League, October 17, 1899






Document B

	Source: Manhood and Foreign Policy Speech, Theodore Roosevelt, 1899

"…No triumph of peace is quite so great as the supreme triumphs of war. The 

courage of the soldier, the courage of the statesman who had to meet storms which 

can be quelled only by soldierly qualities -- this stands higher than any quality called 

out merely in time of peace…we feel that no national life is worth having if the nation 

is not willing, when the need shall arise, to stake everything on the supreme 

arbitrament of war, and to pour out its blood, its treasure, and its tears like water, 

rather than submit to the loss of honor and renown."
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	[image: image2.png]"Talk about war being 'hell, this war beats the hottest estimate ever made of that
locality. Caloocan was supposed to contain seventeen thousand inhabitants. The
Twentieth Kansas swept through it, and now Caloocan contains not one living
native. Of the buildings, the battered walls of the great church and dismal prison
alone remain. The village of Maypaja, where our first fight occurred on the night
of the fourth, had five thousand people on that day, - now not one stone remains
upon top of another. You can only faintly imagine this terrible scene of desolation.
War is worse than hell."

Source--Captain Elliott, of the Kansas Regiment, February 27'", 1902 deployed by
Roosevelt to suppress the Filipino insurgency fighting American occupation.






Document D
	Source: Source: Theodore Roosevelt, Annual Message to Congress, Dec 6, 1904

[image: image3.png]“Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence which results in a general loosening of
the ties of civilized society, may in America, as clscwhere, ultimately require
intervention by some civilized nation, and in the Wester Hemisphere the
“dherence of the United States o the Monroe Doctrine may force the United
‘States, however reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such wrongdoing or impotence,
1o the exercise of international police power .

“We would interfere with them only in the last resort, and then only if
it became evident that their inability or unwillingness 1o do justice at home
‘and abroad had violated the rights of the United States or has invited forcign
‘ageression o the detriment of the cntire body of American nations.”

" Theodore Roosevelt, Speech o Congress, Dec. 6, 1904
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	[image: image5.png]“We must ever bear in mind that the great end in view is righteousness, justice as
between man and man, nation and nation, the chance to lead our lives on a
somewhat higher level, with a broader spirit of brotherly goodwill one for
another. Peace is generally good i itself, but it is never the highest good unless it
comes as the handmaid of righteousness; and it becomes a very evil thing if it
serves merely as a mask for cowardice and sloth, or as an instrument to further
the ends of despotism or anarchy. We despise and abhor the bully, the brawler,
the oppressor, whether in private or public life, but we despise no less the coward
and the voluptuary. No man is worth calling a man who will not fight rather than
submit to infamy or see those that are dear to him suffer wrong. No nation
deserves to exist if it permits itself to lose the stern and virile virtues; and this
without regard to whether the loss is due to the growth of a heartless and all-
absorbing commercialism, to prolonged indulgence in luxury and soft, effortless
ease, or to the deification of a warped and twisted sentimentality”

Source-Theodore Roosevelt, Nobel Lecture, May 5, 1910
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	[image: image6.png]“A quintessentially American figure and a legitimate American hero, [Theodore]
Roosevelt has been a subject of controversy. Especially during periods when
interventionism has been out of fashion, he has been denounced as a heavy-
handed imperialist, insensitive to the nationalism of the people he considered
backward. During the Cold War years, on the other hand, he was widely praised
as a realist, more European than American in his thinking, a shrewd and skillful
plomat who understood power politics, appreciated the central role America
‘must play in the world, and vigorously defended its interests.”

—George C. Herring, historian, From Colony to Superpower, 2008
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	[image: image7.png]"The difference between the jungle
and the dividend-paying plantation is
one of organization and capital,
administration, and toil. Add these
to the jungle and you have a
plantation.

-George A. Miller, 1919




	[image: image8.png]"The Fruit Company, Inc. reserved
for itself the most succulent, the
central coast of my own land, the
delicate waist of America. It Re-
christened its territories as the
'Banana Republics.'

-Pablo Neruda
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	[image: image9.jpg]UNCLE SAM—“BILL, YOU'D LOOK SO MUCH BETTER
IN YOUR OWN CLOTHES”




Uncle Sam – “Bill, you’d look so much better in your own clothes”

Source: Harper's Weekly featured a cartoon about the presidential election of 1908
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Where the Bananas Come From


Document L
	Source: US Department of State, Papers Relating to Foreign Affairs, 1912

In Central America the aim has been to help such countries as Nicaragua and Honduras to help themselves. They are the immediate beneficiaries. The national benefit to the United States is twofold. First, it is obvious that the Monroe Doctrine is more vital in the neighborhood of the Panama Canal and the zone of the Caribbean than anywhere else. There, too, the maintenance of that doctrine falls most heavily upon the United States. It is therefore essential that the countries within that sphere shall be removed from the jeopardy involved by heavy foreign debt and chaotic national finances and from the ever present danger of international complications due to disorder at home. Hence, the United States has been glad to encourage and support American bankers who were willing to lend a helping hand to the financial rehabilitation of such countries because this financial rehabilitation and the protection of their customhouses from being the prey of would-be dictators would remove at one stroke the menace of foreign creditors and the menace of revolutionary disorder.


Document M
	Source: William Howard Taft, U.S., Department of State, Papers Relating to Foreign Affairs, 1912
"The tremendous growth of the export trade of the United States has already made that trade a very real factor in the industrial and commercial prosperity of the country. With the development of our industries, the foreign commerce of the United States must rapidly become a still more essential factor in its economic welfare... The diplomacy of the present administration has sought to respond to modern ideas of commercial intercourse. This policy has been characterized as substituting dollars for bullets. It is one that appeals alike to idealistic humanitarian sentiments, to the dictates of sound policy and strategy, and to legitimate commercial aims. It is an effort frankly directed to the increase of American trade upon the axiomatic principle that the government of the United States shall extend all proper support to every legitimate and beneficial American enterprise abroad." 




Document N
	Source: The Jones Law of 1916

Whereas it was never the intention of the people of United States in the incipiency of the war with Spain to make it a war of conquest or for territorial aggrandizement; and

Whereas it is, as it has always been, the purpose of the people of the United States to withdraw their sovereignty over Philippine Islands and to recognize their independence as soon as a stable government can be established therein; and

Whereas for the speedy accomplishment of such purpose it is desirable to place in the hands of the people of the Philippines as large a control of their domestic affairs [in order that] they may be the better prepared to fully assume the responsibilities and enjoy all the privileges of complete independence: Therefore
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Document Q
	Source: Woodrow Wilson, Address Before the Southern Commercial Congress in Mobile, Alabama, 1913

"These States lying to the south of us, which have always been our neighbors, will now be drawn closer to us by innumerable ties, and I hope, chief of all, by the tie of a common understanding of each other. Interest does not tie nations together; it sometimes separates them. But sympathy and understanding does unite them[.]  ...We must prove ourselves their friends and champions upon the terms of equality and honor... We must show ourselves friends by comprehending their interest, whether it squares with our own interest or not. It is a very perilous thing to determine the foreign policy of a nation in the terms of material interest. It not only is unfair to those with whom you are dealing, but it is degrading as regards your own actions." 


Document R
	Source: Woodrow Wilson, Message to Congress, 1914

I venture, therefore, my fellow countrymen, to speak a solemn word of warning to you against that deepest, most subtle, most essential breach of neutrality which may spring out of partisanship, out of passionately taking sides. The United States must be neutral in fact, as well as in name, during these days that are to try men's souls. We must be impartial in thought, as well as action, must put a curb upon our sentiments, as well as upon every transaction that might be construed as a preference of one party to the struggle before another.


Document S
	Source: Woodrow Wilson, Joint Address to Congress Leading to a Declaration of War Against Germany, 1917

But the right is more precious than peace, and we shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts,-for democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own Governments, for the rights and liberties of small nations, for a universal dominion of right by such a concert of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations and make the world itself at last free. 



Document T
	Source: Woodrow Wilson, Peace without victory Speech, 1917
…The terms of the immediate peace agreed upon will determine whether it is a peace for which such a guarantee can be secured. The question upon which the whole future peace and policy of the world depends is this: Is the present war a struggle for a just and secure peace, or only for a new balance of power? If it be only a struggle for a new balance of power, who will guarantee, who can guarantee the stable equilibrium of the new arrangement? Only a tranquil Europe can be a stable Europe. There must be, not a balance of power but a community power; not organized rivalries but a organized, common peace…. 


Document U
	[image: image13.png]“The League of Nations failed 1o take hold in America because the country
was not yet ready for so global a role. Nevertheless, Wilson's intellectual vic-
tory proved . . . seminal. . . . For, whenever America has faced the task of
constructing a new world order, it has returned in one way or another to Wood-
row Wilson's precepts. At the end of World War IL, it helped build the United
Nations on the same principle as those of the League, hoping to found peace
on a concord of the victors. When this hope died, America waged the Cold
as a moral struggle for democracy. When communism collapsed, the
Wilsonian idea that the road to peace lay in collective security . .. was adopted
trations of both major American political parties.”

—Henry Kissinger, Harvard professor and secrctary of state undkr
Presidents Nixon and Ford, Diplomacy, 1994






