Which president most deserves the title of “Mr. Progressive”?

Teddy Roosevelt or Woodrow Wilson
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‘Source: The Neill Reynolds Report, June 4, 1906.

Meat scraps were also found being shoveled ntoreceptacls from diry floors wher they were Ieft o i untlagain
shoveled into baeels o nto machines for chopping. These floors, it must be noted, were in most cascs damp and
sogy,in dark, ll-ventlated rooms, and the employees in ter ignorance of cleanlines or danger o health,
xpeciorated st will pon them. n & word, we saw meat shoveled from Flthy wooden floos,pled on ables rarely
‘washed, pushed from room ( room inFoien box cars, nall of which processes it was n the way of gathering dirt,
splinter, floor filt, and the expectoration of tberculoss and other discased workers.

Document €

‘Source: Jane Addams, The Spiritof Youth and the ey Strets, 1909

Knowing as cducators do that thousands of thecity youth will enter actory life at an carly age as carly as thestate
Law il pemit nstructed as the modern eacher is 25 10 youth's requirementsfor normal mental and muscular
development it is hard o understand th apathy i regard 0 youl's nevitable xperince in modem industy. Are
the ducators, ke the restof s, 50 caughtin admiration of the astonishing achicvements of modern industy that
they forget the children themselves?

Document D

‘Source: Specch by Theodere Roosevelt, February 22, 1912.

1 belive in providing fo dircet nominations by the people, including thercindircct presidential primarics for the
clection of delegate o th national nominating conventions. ... believe in the clction of Urited Stes senators
by direct vot. Justas actual experience convinced our peopl tha prsidents should b cleced (us they are now in
practice. although notintheory) by dircct voteofthe people insead of by indiret voic through an untrammeld
Slectoralcollge, o actual expericnce has convinced us that senatorsshould be clected by direct vote of the people
imscad of indiretly through the various legisatures.





[image: image3.png]‘Source: Clayton Antiust Act, October 15, 1914,

“Thatit shall be unlawfl or any person engaged i commerce,in the cours of such commerce, cither dircely or
indirecly o disriminat i price between differen purchasers of commodities which commodiies are sold fo use,
‘consumption, o resale within the Unitd Stats, where the cffctof such discrmination may be (o substanially
lesen competiion o tend o create & monopoly n any ine of commerce.

Thatthelabor of a human being i not a commedity or artice of commerce. Nothing containd i the antirust aws
shall be construed toforid the existence and operaton oflabor organizations.
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‘Source: Herbert Croly, New Republic, Nov. 21, 1914

How can a man o President Wilson'sineligence possibly delude himsclf into believing the cxtravagant clsims
which he makes on behalf ofthe Democrati legisatve achicvement? . How many sincer progressivs follow
him i beleving that this legilaion has made the futue clar and bight with thepromise of best things? ... After
very allowance has becn made for hisjustifisble pride ... thre remains an ominous residuc ofsheer

misunderstanding. Any man of President Wilson’ intelicctual equipment who scriously asserts that the fundamenial
‘wrongs of a modern sociey can be casily and quickly ighted as a consequence of a few laws .. casts suspicion
cither upon his own sincerity o upon his grasp of th realitis of modern social and industial lfe.

Source: Hammer v. Dagenhar, 1915.

[Suit was brough] by a father i his own behalfand . his two minor sons, one under the age of ourteen years and.
the other between the age o fourten and sixcen years, mployees in acotton mll at Charlote, North Carolina, (0
enjoin [stop] theenforcement f the st of Congress intended to prevent interstate commerce i the products of hild
labor. ... The controllng question for this dcision, is it withinthe autharity of Congressin regulating commeree:
among ihe staes o prohbitth transpertation i intertate commerce of manfactured goods,the product of &
Factory in which .. chikdren under the age of foureen and sxtcen years have been cmployed or permited t work
more than cight hours in any day,or more than sx.days n any week?

In our view, the necessary effectof this act i purely a sate authoity. Thas, the actin  two-fold sense s epugnant
1 the Consitution. . [1]not only transcends the authorty delgaed to Congress over commerce, but aso exerts a
power as o a purcly local matier.
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[image: image5.png]Source: WEB. DuBois, The Criss, May 1919,

‘We are retuming from war! The Crisi nd tens of thousands of black men were drafed into » great struggle. For
bleeding France and what she means and has meant and will mean t0 us and humanity and against he theeat of
German race aogance, we fought sladly and o the las drop of blood: for America and her highest ideal, we.
Foughtin far-offhopes for the dominant Southern oligarchy entrenched in Washington, we fought in biter
resgnation. Fo the Americathat represenis and gloats i Iynching, disfanchiscment caste, botality and devilish
insult - fo his,in the hatcful upturning and mixing of things, we were forced by vindiciv fae o ightalso.
But today we retum! . This country of ours, depite allis bete souls have done and dreamed, i ye a shameul
land
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Document J
	Source: Woodrow Wilson, New Freedom, 1913.

… If the government is to tell big business men how to run their business, then don’t you see that big business men have to get closer to the government even than they are now? Don’t you see that they must capture the government, in order not to be restrained too much by it?…

…I don’t care how benevolent the master is going to be, I will not live under a master. That is not what America was created for. America was created in order that every man should have the same chance as every other man to exercise mastery over his own fortunes… If you will but hold off he adversaries, if you will but see to it that the weak are protected, I will venture a wager with you that there are some men in the United States, now weak, economically weak, who have brains enough to compete with these gentlemen and who will presently come into the market and put these gentlemen on their mettle.



Document K

	Source: Keating-Owen Act, 1916

AN ACT To prevent interstate commerce in the products of child labor, and for other purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That no producer, manufacturer, or dealer shall ship or deliver for shipment in interstate or foreign commerce, any article or commodity the product of any mine or quarry situated in the United States, in which within thirty days prior to the time of the removal of such product therefrom children under the age of sixteen years have been employed or permitted to work, or any article or commodity the product of any mill, cannery, workshop, factory, or manufacturing establishment, situated in the United States, in which within thirty days prior to the removal of such product therefrom children under the age of fourteen years have been employed or permitted to work, or children between the ages of fourteen years and sixteen years have been employed or permitted to work more than eight hours in any day, or more than six days in any week, or after the hour of seven o'clock postmeridian, or before the hour of six o'clock antemeridian:




Document L

	Source: A New Nationalism by Theodore Roosevelt, 1910.
          Combinations in industry are the result of an imperative economic law which cannot be repealed by political legislation.  The effort at prohibiting all combination has substantially failed.  The way out lies, not in attempting to prevent such combinations, but in completely controlling them in the interest of the public welfare...
The really big fortune, the swollen fortune, by the mere fact of its size acquires qualities which differentiate it in kind as well as degree from what is possessed by men of relatively small means. Therefore, I believe in a graduated income tax on big fortunes, and in another tax which is far more easily collected and far more effective-a graduated inheritance tax on big fortunes, properly safe-guarded against evasion and increasing rapidly in amount with the size of the estate.




Document M

	Source: US Constitution

Article XVI. (1913) The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States and without regard to any census or enumeration.

Article XVII. (1913) The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years and each Senator shall have one vote. ...

Article XIX. (1920) The rights of of the citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any States on account of sex.
The Congress shall have power to appropriate legislation to enforce the provisions of this article.



